
 

BOnFire 2021 Design Call Out  
Beltane Fire Society  

 
What is BOnFire 2021  
BOnFire 2021 is the Beltane Fire Society’s digital celebration of the Celtic quarter day - Beltane, 
on the 30th of April 2021. The concept of the Beltane Fire Festival originates from the Scottish 
and Irish Gaelic pre-Christian festival of the same name. The title "Beltane" is derived from a 
Gaelic Celtic word meaning "bright and sacred fire". Originally, the Beltane festival was held to 
mark and celebrate the blossoming of Summer and was thought to have been held on the first 
full moon after the 1st May. 
 
As pandemic restrictions continue, for the 3rd time, we will present an online celebration this 
year. It is a mix of dance, poetry, music, storytelling and visual spectacles. Our volunteers work 
together across 2 months to submit audio and visual snippets inspired by different parts of the 
Beltane lore and ritual to be broadcast on Youtube, Instagram and Facebook and also shared in 
the lead up to the night.  
 
“In an isolated world, it is more important than ever to celebrate community and the stories that 
bring us together. On the night of Beltane, we gather online to mark the ancient Celtic holiday 
the only way we know how – with art made by us for you, our worldwide community, shared for 
the first time in the digital ether. “ - BFS website event description.  
 
Previous digital festivals can be seen on our website - www.beltane.org  

Outline of the Work  
We are looking for a creative to work with us to create a poster for the festival and a set of 
digital assets in the same theme. These will be used to promote the festival in the lead up and 
to frame the broadcast on the night.  
 
We are keen to work with those that are already involved with the organisation or are locally 
based in Edinburgh. We also encourage both professional artists/graphic designers and those 
that are not professional artists or have limited experience as they are just starting their careers 
to apply.  
 
The theme of the festival is set each year by the Court: the Green Man and May Queen. You 
will respond to their brief to include the elements they are inspired by for this festival. You will 
work with the Communications Coordinator and Event Coordinator to create pieces that respond 
to this brief.  
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The poster design will be printed after the festival for volunteers to purchase as a memento. You 
are welcome to have your social handle or website at the bottom of the poster.  
 
This a paid commission with a fee to be agreed with the artist before commencement.  

Technical Criteria  
1. A3 poster 29.7 x 42cm - front only  (both at 300dpi and 72dpi)  
2. Website banner (1400px w x 400px h) 
3. Facebook page banner (820px w x 462px h)  
4. Facebook and Youtube video thumbnail (1920px w x 1080px h) 
5. Instagram post hold title card (1:1 format, at least 1000px wide) 
6. Instagram story hold title card (9:16 format, 1080px w x 1920px h) 

The core parts of your design will be used in other formats so we ask that designs are 
delivered using separate elements so they can be manipulated by our team as needed.  
All elements to be in RGB colour format  

Timetable  
We recognise this is a short turn around and urge people to consider this before applying.  
Friday 26th March midnight - submissions closed  
Wednesday 31st March - artist selected  
Monday 5th April - 1st draft sketch of poster to be submitted for feedback  
Thursday 8th April - 1st round of assets delivered  
Friday 16th - 2nd round of assets delivered (if required) 

How to Apply  
Please submit an application to press@beltane.org, application should include:  

- Introduction to yourself, any connection you have to BFS and our festivals and what 
excites you about the commission 

- Examples of your work - please send through as G-drive folder or dropbox link rather 
than individual attachments. This could include sketches of your initial poster idea.  

 
The successful candidate will be chosen by a panel consisting of members of the Society’s 
board, Blues and contractors.  
 
Any questions you can reach out to Georgia at press@beltane.org  
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